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DETAILED ACTION 

1 . The application has been examined. 

2. Claims 1-33 are pending in this office action. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

3. Claims 12 and 13 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter 
which applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

4. The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that 
form the basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by 
another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent 
granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the 
applicant for patent, except that an international application filed under the treaty defined in section 
351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this subsection of an application filed in the United States 
only if the international application designated the United States and was published under Article 21 (2) 
of such treaty in the English language. 

Claims 1, 2, 4, 5, 8, 10, 11, 12, 13, 23, 24, 25 are rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(e) 
as been anticipated by U.S. Patent 6,128,620 issues to Patricia L. Pissanos et al 



(hereinafter "Pissanos"). 
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Regarding claim 1, Pissanos teaches a method of dynamically managing and 
improving the reliability, accuracy and quality of collected information comprising; 

presenting a user with a hierarchically structured set of predefined terms (see 
Fig. 7; column 2, lines 64-67; column 3, lines 1 - 3; column 4, lines 27 - 42 and lines 
56 - 59); 

receiving reported information from a user corresponding to at least one of said 
predefined terms (see column 3, lines 5 - 8); 

structuring, categorizing and characterizing said reported information (see 
column 5, lines 50 - 58); 

dynamically converting said reported information into a standardized output (see 
column 5, lines 58-65 and column 6, lines 12-17); and 

storing said standardized output (see column 1 7, lines 15 - 25) 

Regarding claim 2, Pissanos teaches hierarchically structured set of predefined 
terms comprises medical symptoms (see column 5, lines 58 - 60). 

Regarding claim 4, Pissanos teaches hierarchically structured set of predefined 
terms comprises industry standard information (see column 11, lines 24 - 41). 

Regarding claim 5, Pissanos teaches hierarchically structured set of predefined 
terms comprises performance measurement information (see column 9, lines 29 - 38 
and column 10, lines 28 -33). 
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Regarding claim 8, Pissanos teaches reported information comprises medical 
information (see column 2, lines 61 - 64). 

Regarding claim 10, Pissanos teaches reported information comprises industry 
standard information (see column 1 1 , lines 24 - 41 ). 

Regarding claim 11, Pissanos teaches reported information comprises 
performance measurement information (see column 9, lines 29 - 38 and column 1 0, 
lines 28 -33). 

Regarding claim 12, Pissanos teaches structuring, categorizing and 
characterizing said reported information includes (see column 5, lines 50 - 58) 

Regarding claim 13, Pissanos teaches dynamically converting said reported 
information into a structured and standardized output includes (see column 5, lines 58 - 
65 and column 6, lines 12-17) 
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Regarding claim 23, Pissanos teaches a system for dynamically managing and 
improving the reliability, accuracy and quality of collected information comprising; 

a computer having an interface for displaying information wherein said computer 
includes a central computer processing device, which includes (see column 14, lines 44 
- 46 and column 16, lines 1 1 - 24)) 

a storage device for storing a hierarchically structured set of predefined terms 
and for saving standardized output (see column 3, lines 31 - 38 and column 17, lines 15 
-25), 

a processor, programmed to (see column 7, lines 47 - 55) 
present the user with a hierarchically structured set of predefined terms; receive 
reported information from a user corresponding to at least one of said predefined terms 
(see Fig.7; column 2, lines 64-67; column 3, lines 1 - 3; column 4, lines 27 - 42 and 
lines 56 - 59); 

structure, categorize and characterize said reported information (see column 5, 
lines 50 - 58); 

dynamically convert said reported information into a standardized output (see 
column 5, lines 58-65 and column 6, lines 12-17); and 

save said standardized output (see column 17, lines 15-25). 
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Regarding claim 24, Pissanos teaches a method of accepting, managing and 
storing data for improving the reliability, accuracy and quality of collected information 
comprising: 

a. establishing in a database at least one data structure containing a plurality 
of predefined terms (see column 2, lines 6-17 and column 7, lines 62 - 67); 

b. running an information gathering session (see column 13, lines 63 - 67 
and column 14, lines 1 -60); 

c. prompting for termination of said information gathering session, said 
information gathering session comprising (see column 14, lines 60 - 62) 

i. sequentially displaying data comprising said plurality of predefined 
terms according to a predetermined set of rules (see column 13, lines 16 - 

47); 

ii. selecting at least one of said plurality of predefined terms (see 
column 13, lines 8-12); 

iii. constructing a temporary object having standardized information in 
response to step ii (see column 14, 47 - 54); 

iv. iteratively repeating above steps i - iii, until the running of said 
information gathering session is terminated (see column 17, lines 4 - 8); 

d. parsing said information associated with said temporary object to said 
database (see column 9, lines 45 - 47). 
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Regarding claim 25, Pissanos teaches step d includes: 
parsing said information associated with said temporary data object to a second 
database (see column 9, lines 51 - 53). 

Claim 33 is rejected under 35 U.S.C 102(e) as been anticipated by U.S. Patent 
5,924,074 issues to Jae A. Evans 
(hereinafter "Evans"). 

Regarding claim 33, Evans teaches a computerized method for collecting 
information regarding reactions to medication, comprising: 

establishing a first database of medications and standardized symptoms related 
to the usage of said medications (see column 5, lines 13 - 21 ), 

collecting in a second database standardized symptoms from a group of 
medication users (see column 5, lines 21 - 25), 

grouping into predetermined categories, symptoms corresponding to medication 
usage (see column 6, lines 37 - 54); and 

identifying occurrences of standardized symptoms (see column 6, lines 11-14 
and column 7, lines 22 - 28). 
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Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

5. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 1 02 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

This application currently names joint inventors. In considering patentability of 
the claims under 35 U.S.C. 103(a), the examiner presumes that the subject matter of 
the various claims was commonly owned at the time any inventions covered therein 
were made absent any evidence to the contrary. Applicant is advised of the obligation 
under 37 CFR 1 .56 to point out the inventor and invention dates of each claim that was 
not commonly owned at the time a later invention was made in order for the examiner to 
consider the applicability of 35 U.S.C. 103(c) and potential 35 U.S.C. 102(e), (f) or (g) 
prior art under 35 U.S.C. 103(a). 

Claims 3 and 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Pissanos in view of U.S. Patent 6,205,455 issued to Michael J. Umen et al (hereinafter 
"Umen"). 
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Regarding claims 3 and 9, Pissanos does not explicitly teach hierarchically 
structured set of predefined terms or reported information comprises descriptive 
statistical information. 

Umen teaches hierarchically structured set of predefined terms or reported 
information comprises descriptive statistical information (see column 6, lines 42 - 61). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine teaching of Pissanos with the teaching of Umen 
wherein predefined terms or reported information includes statistical data. The 
motivation is that these statistical data are used for clinical study. This study aids the 
physicians in patients 1 future diagnosis in other to effectively prescribe the right 
drugs/medication for a particular illness. 

Claims 6 and 7 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Pissanos in view of U.S. Patent 6,507,829 issued to Jon Michael Richards et al 
(hereinafter "Richards"). 

Regarding claims 6 and 7, Pissanos does not explicitly teach reported 
information comprises spontaneous or clinical Adverse Event information. 

Richards teaches reported information comprises spontaneous or clinical 
Adverse Event information (see column 1 , lines 34 - 36 and column 4, lines 57 - 58). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine teaching of Pissanos with the teaching of Richards 
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wherein any symptom of a disease or malady, or degradation in the health of a patient 
participating in a clinical trial is termed and adverse event. The motivation is that these 
clinical trials are used to validate the efficacy and safety of new drugs. 

Claims 14, 15, 16, 19, 20, 21, 22, 26, 27, 28, 29, 30, 31 and 32 are rejected 
under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Pissanos in view of Evans. 

Regarding claim 14, Pissanos does not explicitly teach presenting the user with a 
hierarchical structured set of predefined terms is performed on a computer network. 

Evans teaches presenting the user with a hierarchical structured set of 
predefined terms is performed on a computer network (see Figs.5, 8, 9, 10, 13 and 24). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine teaching of Pissanos with the teaching of Evans 
wherein Figs.5, 8, 9, 10 and 13 display a hierarchical structure of predefined terms. 
Fig.24 is a configuration of the network of the system. The motivation is that the network 
supports different health systems within the network. This enables the sharing of 
information of patients among providers. 

Regarding claim 15, Evan teaches presenting the user with a hierarchical 
structured set of predefined terms is performed on a computer network using a 
graphical interface (see Figs.8, 13 and 24; column 5, lines 56 - 57 and column 1 1 , lines 
31 - 34). 
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Regarding claim 16, Evans teaches graphical interface incorporates a graphical 
depiction of a system for selecting at least one category of said predefined terms (see 
column 6, lines 40 - 47 and lines 64 - 67). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine teaching of Pissanos with the teaching of Evans 
wherein the graphical user interface captures patient information. The motivation is the 
GUI display the information in a tabbed layout or hierarchical format. It makes the 
locating patient information easier. 

Regarding claim 19, Evans teaches said system is a mechanical system (see 
column 12, lines 47 - 50). 

Regarding claim 20, Evans teaches said system is an electrical system (see 
column 2, lines 24 - 27). 

Regarding claim 21, Evans teaches said system is an electro/mechanical system 
(see column 7, lines 14-17). 

Regarding claim 22, Evans teaches said system is a hybrid system (see column 
12, lines 43-47). 
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Regarding claim 26, Pissanos does not explicitly teach the temporary data object 
is a web page. 

Evans teaches the temporary data object is a web page (see column 12, lines 58 

-59). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine teaching of Pissanos with the teaching of Evans 
wherein the data object is a web page. The motivation is that the web page makes 
sharing of information among the provider instantaneous. 

Regarding claim 27, Evans teaches the temporary data object is a dynamic XML 
page (see Fig. 14). 

Regarding claim 28, Evans teaches the step of running an information gathering 
session occurs on a computer network (see Fig.24 and column 12, lines 55 - 67). 

Regarding claim 29, Evans teaches the computer network is a LAN (see column 
12, lines 55-67). 

Regarding claim 30, Evans teaches the computer network is a WAN (see column 
12, lines 55-67). 

Regarding claim 31 , Evans teaches the computer network is the internet (see 
column 12, lines 55-67). 

Regarding claim 32, Evans teaches the object is a mark up language document 
(see Fig. 14 step 223). 
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Claims 17 and 18 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Pissanos in view of Evans and further in view of Umen. 

Regarding claim 17, Pissanos or Evans does not explicitly teach said system is a 
human body. 

Umen teaches said system is a human body (see column 1, lines 32 - 35 and 
lines 54 - 55). 

It would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in the art at the time the 
invention was made to combine teaching of Pissanos and Evans with the teaching of 
Umen wherein drugs are defined as articles intended for use in the diagnosis, cure, 
mitigation, treatment or prevention of disease in human. The motivation is that drugs 
when properly administered can eradicate diseases that may affect the structure and 
functions of human beings. 

Regarding claim 18, Evans teaches said system is an animal body (see column 
1 , lines 40 - 44). 
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Conclusion 

6. Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Fred I. Ehichioya whose telephone number is 703-305- 
8039. The examiner can normally be reached on M - F 8:00 AM to 4:30 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Kim Y. Vu can be reached on 703-305-4393. The fax phone numbers for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703-746-7239 for 
regular communications and 703-746-7238 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 703-303- 
3900. 



Fred Ehichioya 
June 29, 2003 



